TODAY

we set you thinking

todayonline.com

Publisher

HAVEYOUR SAY.

email voices@mediacorp.com.sg
or visit www.todayonline.com/voices

FRIDAY JUNE 5, 2009 42 TODAY

MediaCorp Press Ltd
Caldecott Broadcast Centre,
Annex Building, Level 1,
Andrew Road,

Singapore 299939

Tel 63333888 | Fax 6534 4217

Philip Koh

Editor

Deputy Editor

Walter Fernandez

Lee Foong Ming

Associate Editor Chan Teck Guan
Night Editor Richard J Valladares
Editor-At-Large Conrad Raj
Supervising Editor (News) Yvonne Lim

Local

Derrick A Paulo

(A, Saving Gaia

| SAY

NOT YOUR TYPICAL ‘GREENIFE’

52? A granny? You're
never too old to hug a tree

Sarah Sum-Campbell
SIMON Tay would be proud of our new

Foreign Trixia Carungcong housekeeper. Just as his wife and child
Business Christie Loh were instrumental in influencing the Sin-
Voices Agatha Koh Brazil . . .
Plus Phin Wong gapore Institute of International Affairs
Sports Leonard Thomas chairman to be a better environmentalist,
;‘:C;‘ Projects Je:’;’r’if‘s’:g Madam Lee is also going on a green drive
| . . . .
Online & Technology Ariel Tam to convince those in her social circle to save
- . . ) the earth, by first saving her household.
Advertising Admin & Production Angela Chia . .
Product Manager Joni Ng Mdm Lee does not fit into the typical

profile of a greenie. She is 52, a Singapo-

f

Come on S’pore

rean, a proud mother and grandmother,
and quite illiterate.

superma rkets, Yet she was converted into a “greenie”
} cutdown on in just about three hours. As our house-
unnecessary packaglng. keeper, she is entrusted with food and

f

Read what has prompted Merrin
McLennan to call on stores to reduce
waste at www.todayonline.com/voices J

household shopping. When asked explic-
itly to avoid buying any products made or
produced in China, especially vegetables,
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Welcome note by DJ Hafeez Glamour

Cooking demo & tips by Chef Khaled
— Prawn Lemak with Pineapple

Contests & Games

Meet Fauzie Laily from MediaCorp Artiste
Management Unit (AMU)

Meet JUS! hosts Rilla Melati and
Suzairhe Sumari

Traditional Ensemble from
Orkestra Melayu Singapura

Performance by KLUTZ
Performance by MERAH

Welcome note by DJ Hafeez Glamour

Cooking demo & tips by Madam Asmah Laili
~ Durian & Pulut Hitam Talam
with host Fadillah Samsudin

Lucky Draw Prizes :

$300

2pm Performance by Jeff Catz & lesya
3-3.30pm Meet Maiya Rahman (AMU)
3.30-4pm  Meet Hyrul Anuar (AMU)

4 -4.30pm

i 13th: Lazio Hair Deluxe, worth$188

Traditional Ensemble
from Orkestra Melayu

4.30 - 5pm
5-5.30pm

Saman Dance by SMUKI

Performance by
RANCOUR, Anugerah
Band 2008 Champion

: of Manja at $32.80 and
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Take part in our LUCKY DRAW and
brmg home these fabulous prlzes'

1st to 3rd: Jamu Detoxification Voucher from Rustic Nirwana, worth

4th to 11th: Infraslim Package from Amore Bodydefine, worth $280
i 12th: Lazio Gemstones Firming Facials, worth $198

i 14th to 16th: Phillips Micro CD System, worth $79

i 17th to 19th: Marina De Bourdon Reverence ,EDP 30ml, worth $65
i 20th to 22nd: kawaii TOKYOe Brighten-Up Gel Herbal Forest, worth $68
i 23rd to 25th: La Perla J'aime EDP 30ml, worth $59 H
i 26th to 30th: F&N Hamper, worth $50

- SUBSCRIBE to 12 issues

i choose from one of these
exciting subscription gifts!

she was keen to know the reasons.

We told her about experiments done
by my group of friends which proved that
vegetables from China could sit in the
fridge for a month and still remain green,
thereby proving the exorbitant amount of
chemicals sprayed on to enable such ab-
normal sustainability. We also explained
the consequences on the environment
and on our health. She said that she was
very convinced, and wondered why no
one had ever told her all that.

She went on to enquire about the lack
of bleach and certain brands of cleaning
products, toys and clothes in our home. We
told her about toxic paints used in China-
made toys, lethal infant formula, and so on.
The fact that she has little children at home
helped strengthen her resolve to keep the
diet and air at home healthy.

Saving the Earth is everyone’s busi-
ness. If we collectively boycott products
which are harmful to our health and
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Join us at MANJA FOOD FAIR |

6 & 7 June, 11am to 9pm at Sembawang Shopping Centre s

: Get a Manja Food
: Pack FREE with

: every purchase of
: Manja magazine!

damage our environment, companies
which make their livelihoods out of
these cheap nasty goods will be forced to
change their ways. With higher demand
for pesticide-free/organic/green/environ-
mentally-friendly products, their prices
will drop, attracting more consumers.
So often it is the older generation of
Singaporeans, especially those with little
or no formal education, who control the
purse strings of not just their households,
but those of their children, too. Many look
after their grandchildren, supervise for-
eign domestic workers, go marketing and
prepare food at home, determine what
household products to use, and which
mode of transport/brand of car to utilise.
Yet so often we dismiss them as being un-
able or unwilling to help save the Earth.
Perhaps we should be focusing
our environmental education efforts
on them, and not just the young and
impressionable future generations.
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